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President's message
By Peter Mallios

The AISF team takes this opportunity to officially thank all of our Members who were involved with our recent Annual
General Meeting (AGM). During our AGM, our members unanimously voted in favour of accepting a new modern
Constitution and we are looking forward to refining and growing the Australasian Institute of Surface Finishing
offerings to help steer it towards being a sustainable and vital component in future proofing our industries. Please take
the time to read our AGM meeting update on the following page.
The AISF are committed to ensuring our industry continues to have a strong presence in the Australasian region and
would like to see our member's businesses being competitive and successful. We envision assisting our members by
increasing our training repertoire to improve competencies, the disbursement of technical knowledge, and
strengthening our local and international connections to ensure we gain awareness of the best and most efficient
practices within our respective industry.
Also during our AGM, we announced the intention to expand our representation of members on the Board of Directors
for the AISF. During our nomination process, we received 6 highly credentialed nominees, all of whom are prepared to
volunteer their time and experience to assisting us govern and advance our Institute. As we have not exceeded our
Constitutions requirements for nominees, and, all nominees will each bring a varied wealth of knowledge and
experience to the governing Board of Directors, we are excited to announce our new Board of Directors as follows:
Eli Atallah
Mitch Connelly
Tony Leard
Peter Mallios
Chris Sweetnam
Bill Wyllie

Interpon Powder Coatings
AusChem
Dulux Powders
Vertikote (returning Director)
Multicoat (returning Director)
Australian Aluminium Finishers

The official positions of the Board of Directors will be confirmed following our next Board Meeting. We thank all of our
CONTACT:
members for their continued support.

Peter Mallios
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The

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
WEDNESDAY 9TH OCTOBER

The Australasian Institute of Surface Finishing (AISF) held our Annual General Meeting (AGM) on Wednesday the 9th
October at our head offices in Pymble, Sydney. During our AGM we welcomed a broad representation across our
member base and are looking forward to our tabled changes to come into fruition.
Notably, we voted upon the matter of updating the Constitution which guides our governance. Our previous Constitution
was out of date and needed to be re-structured to be in compliance with the Corporations Act 2000 and the direction our
Association is heading into. We are very happy to announce that our new Constitution was unanimously voted on in favor
of the amendments and as such the offices of the AISF have followed protocol to ensure the amendments official and
have lodged the changes with Australian Securities & Investments Commission (ASIC).
The second evident agenda item was a call for a new Board of Directors. Within our new By-Laws which support our new
Constitution, we have identified that our companies governance should have representation across several Regional and
Specialist Divisions, namely:
Regional Divisions
Northern – representing Queensland and Northern Territory.
Eastern – representing New South Wales and Australian Capital Territory.
Southern – representing Victoria and Tasmania.
Western – representing South Australia and Western Australia.
Specialty Divisions
Anodising – representing the Anodising members
Electroplating – representing the Electroplating members
Powder Coating – representing the Powder Coating members
Accreditation programs – representing the Accreditation programs (e.g. Qualicoat)
Please note a Director of the Board may also be a representative on more than one Regional or Specialist division, however they will still only be
eligible to have one vote.

Our next marked item discussed was the need for further input from our members to join Specialist Committee's.
Our Specialist Committee's will be responsible for assisting the Board of Directors with specific tasks, such as, technical
assistance, training development and/ or deliverance, sustainability and environmental issues and marketing.
We welcome all members to take an active interest in our Institute as through a collaborative approach, our industry can
continue and grow to become an international leader in surface finishing.
Please contact us today to express your interest in becoming an integral member of our team.
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Environmental Protection
Victoria update
By Chris Sweetnam
Over the last six months, the AISF has been involved with the Environment Protection Authority Victoria (EPAV) by taking part in the Small Business &
Manufacturing Reference Group.
EPAV and the laws it administers are changing. The EPAV is transforming and its Regulatory commitments are:
Act, to protect
Be informed and evidence based. We hope this reduces the amount of silly requests from EPAV Inspectors that we have heard about in the past.
Target the biggest risks
Support and encourage. They are interested in co-branding environmental information
Be accountable and hold others to account
Be authentic and act with integrity
As part of the EPAV's changes the position of Chief Environmental Scientist has been created. Commencing 1 July 2020, the new Environment
Protection Amendment Act 2018 (the Act) and Regulations comes into force in the State of Victoria.
A key change to the Act is the creation of a General Environmental Duty (GED). The GED concept is modeled on OHS acts which emphasises prevention
rather than fixing problems after they have occurred.
A person who is engaging in an activity that may give rise to risks of harm to human health or the environment from pollution or waste
must minimise those risks, so far as reasonably practicable.
The GED requires reasonable knowledge of your risks. This means you may need to undertake a risk assessment for each of your polluting activities.
Reasonable knowledge depends on the State of Knowledge (SOK). The SOK depends on:
What is known (or ought reasonably be known) about the risks of harm to human health and the environment; and/or
What is known (or ought reasonably be known) about the means of eliminating or otherwise reducing those risks.
To determine what is reasonably practicable consider:
Likelihood
The degree of harm
What the person knew or should have known
The availability and suitability of ways to eliminate or reduce those risks
Costs of eliminating or reducing those risks.
For most businesses, we know what is right and what is wrong. The GED is a duty upon our businesses to fix possible problems before they occur. The
State of Knowledge is dynamic and will grow over time. Knowledge comes from reputable reliable sources such as from our own experience, our
suppliers, government bodies and industry associations.
The Regulations are designed to allow a business to meet societies expectations and should:
be proportionate to the risk of harm
maintain or reduce regulatory burden in Victoria, where possible
offer flexibility to duty holders in how they comply with their obligations
be consistent and predictable to provide confidence in the system
be enforceable.
The EPAV also acknowledges that their web site is terrible, however, it you would like more information on the new laws they can be found at the Beta
site: www./beta.epa.vic.gov.au/new-laws
For more information please read the General Environmental Duty factsheet

click here for fact sheet

Do you know your safety symbols?
Following on from National Work Safe Month. The answers to last months quiz are below. How many did you get right?

1.
GHS01 - Explosion, blast or
projection hazard.

2.
GHS02 - Flammable liquids, solids,

3.

5.

7.

GHS03 - Oxidising liquids, solids

GHS05- Fatal or toxic if

GHS07- Corrosive chemicals, may

and gases, may cause or intensify

swallowed, inhaled or in contact

cause severe skin and eye damage

fire.

with skin.

and may be corrosive to metals.

4.

8.

GHS06-Low level toxicity. This

GHS08- Chronic health hazards;

and gasses; including self-heating

includes respiratory, skin, and eye

this includes aspiratory and

and self-igniting substances

irritation, skin sensitises and

respiratory hazards, carcinogenic,

chemicals harmful if swallowed,

mutagenicity and reproductive

inhaled or in contact with skin

toxicity.

9.

GHS04 - Gases under pressure.

6.

Safety update - Titanium Dioxide

GHS09- Hazardous to aquatic life

We have recently reviewed an article in the European Coatings newsletter which notified that on the 4th of

and the environment.

October 2019, the European Commission decided to classify titanium dioxide in powder form as a substance
"suspected of causing cancer in humans".
Although this article specified that this classification is not currently in place, they are expecting this change to
be implemented in Europe during the European summer of 2021 on-wards.
As a direct result of this article, the office of the AISF, checked to see if any similar studies were conducted here
in Australia, we found some studies on the effects of titanium dioxide as a food additive and in sunscreen (which
were all deemed as safe by food standards Australia), however only limited information is available on titanium
dioxide in powder form.
As this re-classification may affect out members practicing powder coating, we will continue to monitor this
development closely and will advise our members if the Australian Government decides to implement any
changes onshore. In the meantime, we urge all applicators to ensure your safety equipment meets the suppliers
recommendations.
If you would like to read this article, please view it on the European Coatings website:
www.european-coatings.com
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Lets talk Aluminium
One of the common element across all of our Surface Finishing practices is the use of Aluminium.

What is Aluminium?
Aluminium is the thirteenth element on the period table and is the most widespread metal on Earth, making up more than 8% of the
earth's core. Aluminium is the third most common element after oxygen and silicon. Given the abundance of aluminium, it
surprisingly does not occur naturally in nature because it is easily bonded with other elements.
Although initially discovered in 1824 by Hans Christian Ørsted, it wasn't until another 50 years later that Paul Héroult and Charles
Martin Hall were able develop a method to extract aluminium on an industrial scale. Aluminium's ability to form a hard yet
lightweight alloy made it a valuable commodity. During the early 20th century, with the World War I in the works, the use of
aluminium became highly sort after for the production of lightweight and strong warfare.
Moving forward to the 21st century, recycling aluminium is a valuable asset to the global fight against waste. In fact recycling
aluminium only uses approximately 5% of the original energy input. And through the recycling process the quality of the finished
product is not diminished at all as for most manufactured aluminium products the metal is not consumed, it's merely used. This gives
the aluminium a renewable "cradle to cradle" continuance rather than a traditional "cradle to grave" cycle.
In the period form 2018 to 2019: 64,336 thousand metric tonnes of aluminium was produced on a global scale (see graphs at the
side). These figures could be dramatically reduced if we were to practice similar recycling models to those practiced in Japan which
see's approximately 96% of all products across all avenues recycled.

Source: www.world-aluminium.org

What makes Aluminium a great product for our industry?
Within the surface finishing industry, Aluminium's lightweight, strong, durable nature makes it an ideal metal to be molded into a
variety of uses from jewelry and trophies to fences and window frames (plus many products more in-between). Aluminium's non
corrosive factors make it ideal for architectural applications particularly for Anodised and Powder Coated finishes, and the tighter
composition gives aluminium a more consistent and durable finish over other coated substrates.
At the Australasian Institute of Surface Finishing (AISF), we frequently receive consumer complaints about unsatisfactory work
completed in the surface finishing industry. In our experience, majority of the issues arise due to either the incorrect metal substrate
for the purpose has been used or insufficient surface preparation has been practiced by the applicator. The AISF currently offer
training and guidance regarding best practices in the applications of Powder Coating. As a member of the AISF, if you would like
assistance with your processes and application of your surface finishing, we offer discounted rates to our training. Currently training is
only offered for Introduction to Powder Coating and Cyanide training, however we are looking at increasing our training spectrum.
Please contact us to register your interest in our future training sessions to ensure increased quality of the application process in your
business. Alternatively, if you would like to get involved in the development of our future training programs in the application of
Electroplating and Anodising finishers at: training@aisf.org.au

AISF Office Update
Collingwood property

We are pleased to announce that our property in Collingwood has
now been listed for sale and is available for view on Real
Commercial.com.au If you would like to view the property please
refer to the attached link:
www.realcommercial.com.au/for-sale/property-suite-109-134136-cambridge-street-collingwood-vic-3066-503361694

Member Spotlight
Let's get to know an Honorary Member
Company name: Elite Surface Technologies Pty Ltd
Who is completing the survey: Tim Elley
Membership tier: Honorary (personal) / National Supplier (business)
Services provided: Elite Surface Technologies Pty Ltd is an Australian owned surface treatment & specialty chemical coating
supplier/manufacturing company servicing the electroplating, galvanizing, powder-coating, aviation, mining, steel coating and transport
industries throughout Australia and New Zealand. As well as developing our own range of specialty chemicals we also represent some of
the major global suppliers including MacDermidEnthone – Electroplating, Cee-Bee - Aviation Products, Bulk Chemical Industries – Paint
Pre-Treatment, Magni – Dip-Spin Coatings, Whitford – Xylan Coatings. Sales are supported by our highly skilled technical team and
laboratory staff. Elite also offers contract toll-blending for both powders and liquids.
When was your company established: Elite commenced business in 1999, so we recently celebrated 20 years of continued service to the
Metal Finishing Industry.
Interesting fact about you or your company: Me - I’m a massive ABBA fan. I was in Sweden a couple of years ago and went to the ABBA
museum in Stockholm. The reviews were poor and suggest time to go thru the museum was around two hours. I got there at 10.00am
and at 4.55pm I got a tap on the shoulder from the attendant to tell me they were closing in 5 minutes – Mamma Mia! The company - is
NATA Certified for Corrosion Testing - Neutral Salt, ASS and CASS.
Tell us about the best project you worked on: I had a very minor role with the Royal Australian Mint when they produced the silver and
bronze medals for the Sydney 2000 Olympics, and subsequently the gold, silver and bronze medals for the 2004 Athens Olympics and
more recently for the Gold Coast Commonwealth Games and Invictus Games. We supplied the electroplating solutions, antiquing
products and protective coatings for those medals. To see your products around the neck of some of the greatest and most inspiring
sportspeople from around the globe is a great thrill.
Tell us about the project one you learnt the most from: It was an AISF project. In the late 1990’s the last hazardous waste landfill site in
NSW closed, meaning most of our members, who previously had metal hydroxide precipitation and solid waste filter-press treatment
systems, had to send their waste products in liquid form to the liquid waste transfer site at Silverwater, with considerable increase in
storage, transportation and treatment costs. This was also at a time when the State Government were implementing a 60% waste
reduction policy on all businesses. Our objective was to have our solid waste products reclassified from hazardous to industrial or inert,
thereby allowing them to be accepted at the appropriate landfill. To cut a long story short, after many submissions, numerous meetings,
reams of supporting analytical and technical data etc. the NSW EPA gave industry approval to the Surface Finishing Industry for
reclassification of their waste products using the treatment regimes presented. These approvals are still in place today, assisting our
members in meeting their regulatory obligations at greatly reduced expenditure. What I learned from the project was that a strong, vibrant
and active industry body can work together with Government Regulators to achieve mutually desirable outcomes.
With regards to the Cyanide training, what made you want to get involved in this project: Necessity. Unfortunately in NSW there were two
cyanide related deaths in 2012, fortunately these were not within the metal finishing industry. Although there are rules in place with
procuring cyanide products, the coroner’s inquest revealed these laws were rarely policed or were sloppy at best. The body responsible
for controlling who can purchase and sell cyanide products in NSW is the NSW Department of Health, who then rightly took a tough
stance on granting “Authority to Purchase Cyanide Licenses”. The Department of Health identified a lack of formal training in the safe
usage, handing and storage of cyanide products for both businesses and employees. The NSW AISF Branch developed a course which
met with Department of Health approval. Now, you cannot obtain an “Authority to Purchase Cyanide License” in NSW without all staff
involved in the handling or usage of cyanide sitting the AISF Training Course.
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